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Dear readers...
The seemingly ever increasing search for fossils around our coast,
quarries and pits is now pursued by both professional collectors and
amateurs alike. For many of us, it is an incredible passion and is of
growing interest to others, possibly due to the publicity created by climate
and environmental changes.
However, we often hear of damage and, at times, destruction caused by
individuals while trying to unearth such fossils. This sadly has a negative
effect on those more responsible collectors, as an increasing number of
localities are banning hammers or, indeed, collecting fossils altogether. Of
course, UK Fossils is not, and cannot be, responsible for what people actually
do, but we always feel a duty to encourage safe and sensible collecting at all
times. Indeed, amateur palaeontology is extremely important - it is worth
remembering that most new discoveries and scientifically important finds
are being made by amateur collectors rather than the inevitably quite
small number of academic palaeontologists. But, at the same time, a small
number of people are causing damage to important geological locations,
jeopardising the chance for future generators to study these sites or
putting their lives in danger by irresponsible collecting.
Therefore, we would like to remind all readers that this is a growing
problem and, although the vast majority of fossil hunters care deeply
about all they do, that everyone should to try to limit their activities to
collecting a few fossils and leaving some for others. In addition, we suggest
that it is worth reading and digesting the ‘Fossil Collecting Code’ that can
be found on our website: www.ukfossils.co.uk and do make sure that you
understand the local tide times and dangers before you even get down to
the seashore. There have been numerous occasions this year where people
have been cut off by the tide - don’t let that be you!
For beginners, of course, there are always local expert collectors and
geology clubs, who will normally assist you, or fossil walks advertised,
for example, in this magazine. It is a wonderful passion, but one that has
to be protected and done properly.
We are also happy to report that we have increased the print run of
Deposits magazine due to an ever-increasing readership. For this, we are
grateful and, as always, thank every one of you for your support.
Have a wonderful festive period and a most healthy 2011!

Contents
4

Australia’s lost sea

Rodney William Berrell (Australia) and
Nicole Kelly (Australia)

6

Coping with coprolites

8

Volcanoes in Garrotxa

33

Peter Perkins (UK)

10
13
15

News snippets

Niels Laurids Viby (Denmark)

This fossil: another trackway from
the past
Dr Davide Olivero (France)

23

Book review - Introducing
Palaeontology: A Guide to Ancient
Life - Patrick Wyse Jackson
Jon Trevelyan (UK)

34

Ever since then: shining light on
a clear evolutionary trail
Rob Hope (France) and
Dr Davide Olivero (France)

40

Book Review: Rock Trails
(Lakeland, Snowdonia and Peak
District) - Paul Gannon

Tiny bubble theory of Lake Superior
agate formation (Part 1):
tiny bubbles, the husk and silica
accumulation in the cavity

41

Deposits glossary

46

Seeds from the London Clay
Diary of events

Robert Broughton (UK)

47
48

Book review - Roughton Gill and the
Mines of the Caldbeck Fells - Ian Tyler

49

Subscribe to Deposits

Jon Trevelyan (UK)

To what extent can the end-Permian
mass extinction be contributed to a
single, catastrophic event?

Jon Trevelyan (UK)

24

On location: Hornsea, East Riding

26

Recent finds: your finds from the
Autumn of 2010

Mollusc: diversity for
palaeontologists
Dr Neale Monks (UK)

Wayne Sukow (USA)

21
22

A field guide to Barbados
(Part 2): coastal geology of
southeast Barbados

Stephen K Donovan (The Netherlands)
and David AT Harper (Denmark)

Carl Mehling (USA)

Fossils in Denmark: Danish chalk

16

28

Alister Cruickshanks (UK)

Joe Shimmin (UK)

Directory of societies and
associations

Coming soon...
Geology of Essex
An introduction to Aetosaurs
Dinosaur mines of the Kem Kem
3D-photographs of gastropods

How did this pliosaur
limb end up in a dried-up
pond in Norfolk?
With no Oxford or Kimmeridge Clay
deposits in Norfolk, how did this
bone get here? Could it be an erratic?
Maybe, but the bone is in superb
condition, unlikely to have been
dumped by glaciation (see page 27).

www.recentfinds.co.uk

www.ukge.co.uk

